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Seventy-five Years Ago and Now. 

This issue of the Advocate of Peace is given 
up largely to matters connected with the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the American Peace Society. We 
publish this month not only the proceedings of the 
annual business meeting held on the 18th of May, — 
the fourth anniversary of the opening of the Hague 
Peace Conference, — including the full Report of the 
Board of Directors, but also an extended account of 
the work of the Society for the seventy-five years of 
its existence. The addresses given at the anniversary 
dinner in the evening, of which an account will be 
found on another page, will be published in the July 
number, so far as we have not space for them this 
month. 

Special attention is called to the historic statement 
of the work of the Society. Its members and friends 
will find much in the narrative that furnishes ground 
for rejoicing over the efficient part which the Society 
has been able to take for so long a period in the move- 
ment for the disenthronement of war and the estab- 
lishment of universal and permanent peace. 

No comparison is intended to be made, in this his- 
toric resume", with the labors of other peace organiza- 
tions, old or new, to their disparagement. Nowhere 



else is the value of their work better understood or 
more highly appreciated than with the management 
of the American Peace Society, which has always 
taken the most unselfish satisfaction in the appearance 
of any new association or means of advancing the 
cause which they have had so deeply at heart. The 
work is one, wherever and by whomever done, and 
there is nothing more incongruous than rivalries among 
peace societies or peace workers for precedence and 
honor. 

One cannot look back over the past seventy-five 
years, from the point of view of the peace propaganda, 
without being struck with the wide contrast between 
the position of the cause then and now. Even the 
present strength of the movement often looks pitifully 
insignificant compared with what it ought to be. But 
looking back to its first days, the progress seems al- 
most immeasurable ; and one cannot help wondering 
of what extraordinary type of hero the men were 
who had the moral insight and the courage to launch 
the movement in the early part of last century amid 
an unbelieving and compromising church and a scoff- 
ing world, and to stand by it with their time, their 
fortunes and their reputation. 

In these days of scores of peace and arbitration 
societies, of great peace congresses and arbitration 
conferences, of international law associations, of par- 
liamentary and interparliamentary arbitration groups, 
of peace palaces and museums, of peace crusades and 
women's demonstrations, of a great governmental 
peace conference of all the important powers of the 
world, of an established international tribunal, of 
congress after congress of representatives of govern- 
ments, of arbitrations between nations constantly in 
progress, — it is difficult to conceive, under these cir- 
cumstances, of the small beginnings of the early days. 
Most of the present peace institutions and movements 
were then hardly a dream. It took at that time more 
than half a dozen years to get men enough interested 
to come together and form a little peace society in a 
New York or Boston parlor. 

If Hon. Jeremiah Mason of Boston were living to- 
day he would be ashamed of himself for the con- 
temptuous remark made by him to Charles Sumner 
over sixty years ago, that an anti-war society was as 
impracticable as an anti-thunder-and-lightning society. 
What would David L. Dodge or Noah Worcester or 
Dr. Channing have thought if they had seen the great 
peace conference of one hundred of the foremost men 
of the political world sitting at The Hague? What 



